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             Welcome to 

Mariawald  

Renewal Center 
1094 Welsh Rd. 

Reading, PA 19607-9363 

Tel:- 610-777-0135 (with voice mail) 

Email:-                                              

mariawaldcenter@gmail.com 

 
 
 

OUR MISSION 
The Missionary Sisters of the Precious Blood,  

operating Mariawald Renewal Center,  
offer an environment of peace and prayer  

conducive to the renewal of mind, body and spirit. 
 

OUR VISION 
Rooted in the Christian Gospel  

and the traditions of the Roman Catholic Church, 
Mariawald Renewal Center offers a quiet and gentle home  

to all people seeking a time of rest, refreshment and renewal. 
 

Mariawald (Mary of the Woods) Center is designed and intended as a place of retreat and renewal.  
We welcome all and invite individuals and groups who wish to spend time in prayer and rejuvenation 
with us in this beautiful, Pennsylvania woodland. 

Outdoor benches, balconies, patios and trails offer ample opportunity to enjoy the joys of nature while 
spacious and comfortable, air-conditioned rooms offer a place of quiet rest and relaxation. 

 

COMMON USE ROOMS -  

On the First Floor 

 A Gathering Area is situated facing the pond and has a fully accessible entry ramp 
and washroom. It has facilities for making coffee, tea and a refrigerator to hold cold 
drinks.  An adjacent lounge offers the opportunity to relax and meet with friends or 
simply spend some quiet time. 

 Paula’s Place is a conference room next to the Gathering Area and seats around 35-
40 people. It has a choice of rectangular or round portable tables and conference style 
chairs.  There is a television/DVD player available.                                                    
A multimedia projector and mobile projection screen may be provided on request.  
WIFI is available throughout the retreat center.   
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 Private Reconciliation/Spiritual Direction Room This room is situated next to 
the main office and is not automatically available for groups. It is booked on an hourly 
basis throughout the day and evening by counsellors and spiritual directors.   

On the Second Floor 

 Mariawald Chapel (Mary of the woods) overlooks the beauty of our little lake and forest. It is 
exclusively a place of prayer.  We consider this area a “sacred space” and try to maintain a quiet 
and contemplative silence in the chapel when it is not being used for communal worship services.    

 The Upper Room is adjacent to the chapel and is a comfortable place for quiet gatherings of 
several people. 

 Bethany conference room holds 12-15 people and has folding tables, chairs and a media unit 
with television and DVD player. 

 The Book Nook offers a snug place to just relax and browse through some favorite reading. 
 The Kitchenette has a kettle, coffee maker, toaster, microwave and refrigerator.  Coffee, black 

tea/herbal teas, milk, sugar and sweetener are provided. 

The Dining Room  

This is situated in the convent, a short walk from the Retreat Center and offers good home-style meals.  
Other than providing alternative desserts for diabetic persons, we are not able to cater for exclusive or 
specialized diets and cannot guarantee that our kitchen or dining room is free from allergens such as 
peanuts etc. (There are 2 refrigerators in Mariawald and a microwave so it is possible to bring foods 
from home and keep them there) 

Our maximum seating is 48 persons. 

Meal times: 8 am Breakfast 12.30 pm Lunch and 6 pm Dinner.  Our caterers do not have flexibility to 
change meal times since they require a set schedule to prepare meals, serve, tidy up and return home.  

Accommodation  

 16 rooms with two beds and en-suite full bath 
 2 rooms with two beds and a full bath outside the room 
 1 single room with a full bath outside the room. 
 If each person wishes to have the private use of a room – we can accommodate nineteen people. 
 If all beds are occupied we can accommodate thirty seven people. 

 There are three rollaway cots available making the maximum number of persons staying in the 
retreat center 40.  On advice of the fire department we will not overcrowd the building with extra 
people sleeping on cots or sleeping bags etc. 

 Each bed is made up with fresh sheets and blankets.  Should you wish to feel more at home, 
bring along your favorite pillow to add to those on your bed 

 Towels are provided and please bring along your toiletries.  

Mariawald Center is a No Smoking area. 

 This includes all the interior of the retreat center and grounds within 15 feet of the building.  We 
are situated in a wooded area prone to forest fires so caution must be taken to avoid any 
possibility of this occurring from discarded cigarette butts etc. 

 Barbeques  and fire pits are also not used at the center. 

 The center does not allow the use of recreational or illegal drugs or substances on its premises. 
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 We ask that strong perfumes, air fresheners, incense and scented candles are not used as some 
people are extremely sensitive or allergic to these smells.  For this reason we are unable to 
accommodate pets. 

Grounds and Premises 

 Retreatants are encouraged to make use of the area for walks and the enjoyment of nature.  We 
have deer and small animals on the premises and a variety of birds and geese.  The flora in the 
wooded area is indigenous to Pennsylvania and each season brings its own beauty. 

 Precautions should be taken by individuals to avoid mosquito or tick bites.  Sometimes this area 
of Pennsylvania is known to have Lyme Disease. 

 The ponds are not suitable for swimming, fishing or boating and they are not surrounded by 
fences.  Retreatants walk closely to the water at their own risk.                                          
Minor children are considered to be solely under the care and responsibility of their family, or 
legal caretakers while on the premises. 

 Due to the fire hazard to the woods surrounding us, the Fire Department has advised us not to 
have fire pits or open flame cooking in the Mariawald area. 

 Please respect the privacy of demarcated areas around the convent. 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact us at mariawaldcenter@gmail.com or 610-
777-0135 (voice mail available) 
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